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Utility Contractor License
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completion of the course.

The State of Wisconsin requires that you attain a passing score of 70%. In the event that you did
not attain the required score we will notify you of the incorrect answers. You will need to retake
only the incorrect questions and resubmit them to us for grading purposes.

After you are notified that you passed the course

Save the Certificate of Completion from our company for your records. The State of Wisconsin
will notify you approximately 30 days prior to the expiration of your License/Certification that
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future educational courses you would like to see us offer.
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OSHA Awareness— Trenching and Excavating

Working Safdly In Trenches

1. A safe means of egressshall beprovided within of workersin atrench.
a. 20 feet
b. 25feet
c. 30 feet
d. 35feet

Trenching and Excavation Safety

2. OSHA defines an excavation as any , or depression in theearth’s surface formed by earth
removal.

a. man-made cut

b. cavity

c. trench

d. All of theabove

3. A trench isdefined as a narrow under ground excavation that is degper than it iswide, and no wider than

a. 15feet
b. 20feet
c. 25fect
d. Noneof the above

4. Trenches 5 feet (1.5 meters) deep or greater require a protective system unless the excavation is made
entirely in stablerock.

a. True
b. False

5. OSHA standardsrequirethat trenches be inspected by a competent person prior to worker
entry to ensure elimination of excavation hazards.

a. only as conditions change

b. daily and as conditions change

c¢. weekly or monthly, depending on the work being perfor med
d. weekly and as conditions change

6. Safe access and egress devices belocated within 25 feet (7.6 meters) of all workers.

a. should
b. may
C. can

d. must



Excavations

7. Examples of general Trenching and Excavation Rules:

a. Know where underground utilities are located.

b. Test for low oxygen, hazar dous fumes and toxic gases.
c. Inspect trenchesfollowing arainstorm.

d. All of the above

8. OSHA defines an excavation as any man-made cut, cavity, trench, or depression in the earth’ssurface
formed by earth removal. This can include excavationsfor anything from cellarsto highways.

a. True
b. False

9. Cave-ins pose and are than other excavation-related accidentstoresult in
worker fatalities.

a. the greatest risk/ much morelikely
b.aminimal risk / lesslikely
c.norisk / not aslikely

d. adlight risk / statistically lesslikely

Excavation and Trenching Standard

10. The OSHA Evacuation and Trenching Standard Rule applies to small excavations madein theearth’s
surface, excluding trenches.

a. True
b. False

11. The standard does not apply to house foundation/ basement excavations, including those that become
trenches by definition when constructing formwork, foundations, or walls. For this exemption to apply,
which of the following conditions must exist?

a. Nowater, surface tension cracks, or other environmental conditionsreduce the excavation’s
stability;

b. Sail, equipment, and material surchargeloads are no closer tothetop edge of the excavation
than the excavation is deep. When you use front-end loader sto dig the excavations, place the soil
surchargeload asfar back from the edge of the excavation as possible, but never closer than 2 feet
(.61 meters);

c¢. The fewest crew member s possible are performing the work; and Workers spend the minimum
time possible in the excavation.

d. All of the above



Preplanning

12. Many on-the-job accidentsresult directly from inadequate initial planning. Waiting until after the work
has started to correct mistakesin shoring or sloping slows down the oper ation, addsto the cost, and
increases the possibility of a cave-in or other excavation failure.

a. True
b. False

13. Ask the utility companies or ownersto find the exact location of underground installations. If they
cannot respond within (unlessthe period required by state or local law islonger) or cannot find
the exact location of the utility installations, you may proceed with caution.

a. 48 hours
b. 36 hours
C. 24 hours
d. 12 hours

14. When you share the details of your safety and health program with employees, it isimportant to
emphasize thecritical role you expect them to play in keeping the jobsite safe. Y ou emphasize
specific rulesto help reduce therisk of on-the-job injuries.

a. haveto

b. arerequired to
c. may want to

d. obligated to

Protective Systems

15.You are the most practical design approach for any particular circumstance.

a. required to choose
b. freeto choose

c. obligated to choose
d. None of the above

16. All simple dlope excavations deep should have a maximum allowable slope of 1-1/2: 1.

a. 30 feet or more
b. 30 feet or less
c. 20 feet or more
d. 20 feet or less



17. At least one copy of the data, including the identity of theregistered professional engineer who
approved it, be kept at theworksite during construction of the protective system. After the
system is completed, the data may be stored away from the jobsite, but a copy be provided
upon request to the Assistant Secretary of Labor for OSHA.

a. must/ can
b. must/ must
c. can/ must
d. can/ should

18. OSHA standards permit the use of atrench shield (also known asawelder’s hut) if it providesthe
same level of protection or more than the appropriate shoring system.

a. True
b. False

19. Excavations under sidewalks and pavementsare you provide an appropriately designed
support system or another effective means of support.

a. discouraged even if

b. prohibited even if

c. prohibited unless

d. never approved even if

20. The standard requiresyou to provide support systems such as shoring, bracing, or under pinning to
ensurethat adjacent structures such as remain stable.

a. buildingsand walls
b. sddewalks

C. pavement

d. All of the above

21. In addition, the standar d per mits excavation of below the bottom of the membersof a
support or shield system of atrench if the system isdesigned to resist the for ces calculated for thefull
depth of thetrench. In addition, there must be no indications, while the trench is open, of a possible cave-in
below the bottom of the support system.

a. 3feet or less
b. 2 feet or more
c. 2feet or less
d. 4feet or less



22. Defective and damaged materials and equipment failure of a protective system and other
excavation hazards.

a. may cause

b. can cause

c. will cause

d. areknown to cause

Additional Hazards and Protections

23. In addition to cave-insand related hazards, workersinvolved in excavation work also are exposed to
hazardsinvolving falls, falling loads, and mobile equipment.

a True
b. False

24. Prohibit employees from standing or working under loads being handled by lifting or digging
equipment. to stand away from vehicles being loaded or unloaded to protect them from being
struck by any spillage or falling materials.

a. Suggest toworkers
b. Ask workers

¢. Requireworkers
d. None of the above

25. OSHA standards also require the use of diversion ditches, dikes, or other suitable meansto prevent
surface water from entering an excavation and to provide of the adjacent area.

a. some drainage

b. adequate drainage
C. protection

d. coverage

26. any excavation deeper than 4 feet (1.22 meters) or where an oxygen deficiency or a
hazar dous atmosphereis present or could reasonably be expected, such asa landfill or where hazardous
substances are stored near by, before an employee entersit.

a. A competent person can test

b. A competent person should test
c. A competent person may test

d. A competent person must test



27. If unhealthful atmospheric conditions exist or develop in an excavation, you provide
emer gency rescue equipment such as a breathing appar atus, safety harness and line, and basket stretcher
and ensurethat it isreadily available. This equipment be attended when in use.

a. must/must

b. must/ should
c. should/ should
d. should/ must

28. OSHA requiresyou to provide safe access and egressto all excavations, including ladder s, steps, ramps,
or other safe means of exit for employees working in trench excavations or deeper. These
devices must belocated in the excavation within of all workers.

a. 3feet/ 25 feet

b. 3feet / 20 feet
C. 4feet /25 feet
d. 4feet /20 feet

29. An employee who enters a bell-bottom pier hole or similar deep and confined footing excavation may
wear a harnesswith alifeline. Thelifeline should be attached securely to the har ness and can be separ ate
from any line used to handle materials.

a. True
b. False

30. The standard requiresthat a competent per son inspect an excavation and the areas around it
for possible cave-ins, failures of protective systems and equipment, hazar dous atmaospher es,
or other hazardous conditions.

a. daily

b. weekly

c. bi-weekly

d. asneeded (no regular schedule)

31. Larger and more complex operations should have a safety official who makes
recommendationsto improve implementation of the safety plan. In a smaller operation, the safety official
may be and usually will be a supervisor.

a. full-time/ full-time
b. part-time/ part-time
c. full-time/ part-time
d. part-time/ full-time



OSHA Assistance, Services and Programs

32. OSHA can provide extensive help through a variety of programs, including assistance about safety and
health programs, , and more.

a. state plans & strategic partnerships

b. training and education

c. wor kplace consultation & voluntary protection programs
d. All of the above

33. State plans are OSHA-approved job safety and health programs operated by individual states or
territoriesinstead of Federal OSHA. There are 26 state plans. 23 cover both private and public (state and
local gover nment) employment, and 3 (Connecticut, New Jersey, and New York) cover only the public
sector.

a True
b. False

34. In addition to helping employersidentify and correct specific hazards, OSHA’s consultation service
provides , Onsite assistance in developing and implementing effective wor kplace safety and
health management systemsthat emphasize the prevention of worker injuriesand illnesses.

a. low cost

b.free

c. flat fee

d. diding scale (depending on the size of the company)

35. What does VPP stand for?

a. Voluntary Partnership Program

b. Vocational Provisionary Partnership
c¢. Voluntary Protection Program

d. Visionary Partner ship Plan

36. OSHA Strategic Partner ships are alliances among labor, management, and gover nment to foster
improvementsin wor kplace safety and health. These partner ships are federally regulated/mandated
relationships between OSHA, employers, employee representatives, and others such astrade unions, trade
and professional associations, universities, and other gover nment agencies. OSPPs ar e the some of the
oldest of OSHA’sregulatory compliance programs.

a True
b. False



37. Whereas OSHA’s Consultation Program and VPP entail one-on-onereationships between OSHA and
individual worksites, most strategic partnerships seek to have a broader impact by building cooper ative
relationships

a. with groups of employersonly.

b. with groups of employees only.

c. with groups of employers and employees.
d. None of the above

38. OSHA's arefull-service centers offering a variety of informational services such as
personnel for speaking engagements, publications, audiovisual aids on wor kplace hazar ds, and technical
advice.

a. 43 area offices
b. 53 area offices
c. 63 area offices
d. 73 area offices

39. OSHA Regional offices. Stateswith approved programs must have a standard that isidentical to, or at
least as effective as, the federal standard. Which regional office/ region is Wisconsin part of?

a. Region VII / Kansas City
b. Region V / Chicago

c. Region 111 / Philadelphia
d. Region VIII / Denver

40. OSHA Area Offices. Wisconsin has ar ea office(s).

a. four
b. three
c. two
d. one
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